
From: Nickel, Brian
To: Todd Andersen - NOAA Affiliate
Subject: FW: WA Beef
Date: Monday, January 9, 2023 2:39:00 PM
Attachments: DC10BLK_CS5307793472_005.pdf

Spencer_Lateral_WOTUS_2009.pdf
NPDES_Compliance_Inspect_Rept_of_Recon_2005.pdf

Todd,
 
When I tried to send this with a large USGS topographic map attached, it bounced back because it
was too large.  I’m re-sending with just the smaller attachments.
 
Thanks,
 
Brian Nickel, E.I.T.
 
Environmental Engineer
US EPA Region 10 | Water Division | NPDES Permits Section
Voice:  206-553-6251 | Toll Free:  800-424-4372 ext. 6251 | Fax:  206-553-1280
Nickel.Brian@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/npdes-permits/about-region-10s-npdes-permit-program
Please conserve natural resources by not printing this message.
 

From: Nickel, Brian 
Sent: Monday, January 9, 2023 2:35 PM
To: Todd Andersen - NOAA Affiliate <todd.andersen@noaa.gov>
Subject: RE: WA Beef
 
Todd:
 
Unfortunately, I don’t have a very good map of the lateral.  Also, culverts obscure portions of it when
you’re looking at aerial imagery. 
 
There is a map of the approximate outfall locations in the draft BE at Figure 2, on Page 7.  I found a
Census Bureau map that shows a portion of Spencer Lateral, and surprisingly it’s even labeled; see
“DC10BLK_CS5307793472_005.pdf,” attached.  It’s also visible (though not labeled) on the “Kisumxi
Mountain” USGS topographic map, also attached.
 
I think what may be more helpful for you are the inspection reports demonstrating its connection to
downstream waters (i.e., Subdrain 35 and Wanity Slough).  These are also attached.  I scanned these
myself, and I know the quality is poor, but it was the best I could do with the paper originals that I
had.  Unfortunately, the “Large Map of Wapato Irrigation Project Canals” that the 2005 report hints
at wasn’t in the file. 
 
Thank you,
 

mailto:Nickel.Brian@epa.gov
mailto:todd.andersen@noaa.gov
mailto:Nickel.Brian@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/npdes-permits/about-region-10s-npdes-permit-program
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Spencer Lat()onnection to Waters of the United S(> - Photo Log
All photos taken by Robert Grandinetti, EPA on 5/26/2009


Photograph Documentation
Spencer Lateral Connection to Waters of the United States


Spencer Lateral during Irrigation Season Discharging to Wanity Slough
(May 26, 2009 Reconnaissance)
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Spencer Late()Zonnection to Waters of the United s( - Photo Log
All phofos taken by Robert Grandinetti, EPA on5f26/2OO9
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Photo 2 — Photo shows pipe that connects the Spencer Lateral to the Wanity Slough.
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Photo 3
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Spencer Lateconnection to Waters of the United S(’ - Photo Log
All photos taken by Robert Grandinetti, EPA on 5726/2009


Turbulence from flow from pipe


Photo 4 — Photo shows Wanity Slough with the flow from the pipe in the foreground.







Spencer Lat(Connection to Waters of the United - Photo Log
All phois taken by Robert Grandinetti, EPA on 5/26/2009


I
Photo 5 — Photo shows the flow from the Spencer Lateral, during the irrigation season this water flows
both down the Spencer Lateral and to the right which sends flow to the Wanity Slough. During the
winter months the flow cannot continue down the Spencer Lateral, instead all of the flow is sent to the
Wanity Slough.







Spencer L()1 Conneciion to Waters of the Unite(tes - Sketch


Sketch of the water Flow during Irrigation Season
Spencer Lateral Connection to Waters of the United States


Spencer Lateral during Irrigation Season Discharging to Wanity Slough
(May 26, 2009 Reconnaissance)
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Arrows show the direction
of flow.


Spencer Lateral Connection to Wa(J of the United States - Sketch .


Gate that is open in
the suninier to allow
flow down Spencer
Lateral


V


Gate that is partially
closed to allow most
flow to go to down
Spencer Lateral


I


.


.


Arrow points
towards Location of
WA Beef Facility
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Spencer LC1 Connection to Waters of the Unite(tes - Sketch


Sketch of the water Flow during the Winter Season
Spencer Lateral Connection to Waters of the United States


Spencer Lateral during Irrigation Season Discharging to Wanity Slough
(May 26, 2009 Reconnaissance)
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Arrows show the direction
of flow.


Spencer Lateral Connection to Wac of the United States - Sketch .


During the winter season there is a
gate that blocks any flow from
continuing down the Spencer
Lateral and will divert any flow to
the Wanity Slough


ErLaterat


Arrow points
towards Location of
WA Beef Facility


z I
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.
According to my earlier observations and
conversations with works for the Wapato
Irrigation Project in the winter the only
tiow that is in the Spencer Lateral would
have to come from WA Beef.
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NPDES COMPLIANCE INSPECTION REPORT of RECONNAISSANCE
Washington Beef and the Spencer Lateral


Wapato, Idaho


(Unless otherwise noted, all details in this inspection report were obtained from conversations
with Tyrone Pierre, Allen frank or Elizabeth of the Wapato frrigation Project or from
observations during the walk through.)


FACILITY: Washington Beef and the Spencer Lateral


OWNER: Wapato Irrigation Project


FACILITY CONTACT: Tyrone Pierre 3
Q241


DATE Of INSPECTION: July 6, 2005


Arrival Time: 8:00 AM
Departure Time: 10:30 AM


INSPECTOR: Robert Grandinetti, Compliance Officer
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
NPDES Compliance Unit - Region 10
(509)376-3748


PURPOSE: Determine if the Spencer Lateral which Washington Beef wishes to
discharge to reaches Waters of the U.S.


The purpose of the reconnaissance was to determine if the Spencer Lateral, which is
operated and controlled by the Wapato Irrigation Project (WIP), reaches Waters of the U.S. I
made my determination by walking/driving the Spencer Lateral with three people from the WIP.
The three people I walked with were Tyrone Pierre, Allen Frank, and Elizabeth. After making
the walk I determined that the Spencer Lateral can reach Waters of the U.S. in two locations and
in fact did reach Waters of the U.S. in one location during visit.


The Spencer Lateral has the potential to reach Waters of the U.S. at two locations. The
first location is at a gate in which an employee of the WIP can open and the flow would be
diverted to the Wannity Slough (Photo # 1 shows the gate, and Photo 3 shows the Wannity
Slough), via a ditch (Photo # 2). The Wannity Slough flows to the Yakima River. This gate was
not open at the time of the inspection (Photo # 1), however, from conversations with a member
of the WIP I found out that during the winter months the gate is open, which provides the
potential for the Spencer Lateral to reach the Wannity Slough during those months (typically
October 15 through March). The second location in which the Spencer Lateral has the potential







. .
to reach Waters of the U.S. is another gate that can be opened up by an employee of the WI?.
The flow from the gate would divert Spencer Lateral flow to Lateral 4. Lateral 4 flows to the
Wannity Slough. This gate was not open at the time of the inspection (Photo # 4).


The location in which I observed water from the Spencer Lateral reaching Waters of the
U.S. was at the very end of the Spencer Lateral in which any water left from the Spencer Lateral
will drain to the Harris Drain, or Sub Drain 35. I observed water flowing from the Spencer
Lateral to the Harris Drain, or Sub Drain 35. Harris Drain or Sub Drain 35 flows to the Yaldma
River (refer to Photo # 5). Refer also to the map attached, and the blow up of the map with a cut
out of the section where water from the Spencer Lateral reached the Harris Drain or Sub Drain 35
on the day of the inspection.


2







. .
Photo Documentation


Taken by Rob Grandinetti
7/6/2005


Photo 1: Shows the drain that can be opened to let the Spencer Lateral flow back to the Wannity
Slough. Note the gate is closed, however, employees of the WIP state this gate is typically left
open in the winter months.


Photo 2: Spencer Lateral (when the gate in Photo 1 is open) would flow this direction to the
Wannity Slough


3







. .


Photo 3: Pictured is the Wannity Slough with the pipe that that would direct Spencer Lateral
water from pictures 1 and 2. There was no water flowing from this pipe at the time of the
inspection.


Photo 4: Shows the Spencer Lateral with a gate and a pipe that leads to Lateral 4. Note the gate
is closed.


4







. .


Photo 5: This shows the connection of the Spencer Lateral with the Harris Drain or Sub Drain
35. The picture is not clear, but I did observe flow from the Spencer Lateral to the Harris Drain
or Sub Drain. At the top of the circle you can see that there is water in the grass and weeds.


5







. .
ATTACHMENT A


Blow up of the Location where the Spencer Lateral reached
the Harris Drain or Sub Dram 35 on 7/6/2005


6
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ATTACHMENT B


Large Map of the Wapato Irrigation Project Canals
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Brian Nickel, E.I.T.
 
Environmental Engineer
US EPA Region 10 | Water Division | NPDES Permits Section
Voice:  206-553-6251 | Toll Free:  800-424-4372 ext. 6251 | Fax:  206-553-1280
Nickel.Brian@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/npdes-permits/about-region-10s-npdes-permit-program
Please conserve natural resources by not printing this message.
 

From: Todd Andersen - NOAA Affiliate <todd.andersen@noaa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 9, 2023 1:54 PM
To: Nickel, Brian <Nickel.Brian@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: WA Beef
 
Hi Brian,
Would it be possible for you to send me a map of Spencer Lateral?
Thanks,
Todd
 
On Wed, Dec 28, 2022 at 9:22 AM Todd Andersen - NOAA Affiliate <todd.andersen@noaa.gov>
wrote:

Hi Brian,
I just wanted to give you the heads up that I've taken over the WA Beef NMFS
consultation from Sean Gross. I'm currently reviewing the documents you sent Sean and
will get back with you next week.
 
Thanks.
--
Todd Andersen
Fisheries Biologist
NOAA Fisheries West Coast Region
Phone: (208) 366-9586
todd.andersen@noaa.gov
Saltwater Inc. Contractor
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